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BY ALEX DOBROTA

Jordan Manners’s shooting
continued to reverberate
across the city yesterday, as

- the Toronto District School

_ Board called an Inguiry into

: student saféty and a coalition
of community groups pre-

pared to press for more action

against gun violence.

The schoct board appointed
prominent Toronto lawyer Ju-
lian Falconer to chair an inde-
pendent panel that will look
at safety issues at C.W. Jef-
ferys Collegiate Institute,
where the 15-year-old was
shot.

1. Falconer 13 known as a
tenacious lawyer and a hu-
man-rights advocate, who rep-
tresented victms of police
abuse. He participated in such
high-profile cases as the Ip-
perwash inquiry and acted as
Maher Arar’s lawyer in his civ-
il lawsuit againgt the Cana-
dian government,

The three-member panel is
alming to deliver a repori by
July 16. Its recomimendations
will be applied at all the
board’s schoals, said the direc-
for of education Gerry Connel-
y.
~ “This is a gystemic issue,”
Mr. Falconer said, “We face a
situation where some people
... do not feel safe in the hall-
ways of sthools across the
city™
Jordan was shot in the hafl-
way of his school two weeks
ago. Two young men, both 17,
have been charged with first-
degree murder,

The lawyer for Jordans fam-
ily, Courtney Betty, said he re-
served comments on the
school board’s announcement
for a news conference sched-
uled today. )

Mr. Betty is expected o join
a lineup of community groups
that includes B'nat Brith and
the Greater Toronto Avea Faith
Aliance that are set fo de-
nounce what they see as the
inaction of the McGuinty gov-
ernment,

The family had asked the
government to guarantee a
coroner’s inquest into the
hov's death. They also called
for the appointment of a
youth commissioner. But
these demands have so far
fallen on deaf ears, said Don
Meredith, chair of the GTA
Faith Alliance. .

“I think we need to look at a
maore broad-base type of in-
quiry,” Mr. Meredith said. “So
the forming of a youth com-
missioner along thase lines
and an inguest ... I think are

Human-tights lawyer Julian
Falconer during a press
conference at the Toranto District
School Board yesterday.
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We face d situation where
some people ... do not feel
safé in the hallways of
schools aeross the city,
Julian Falconer

in order”

Mz, Falconer said the panel
will not look at any matters
covered by the criminal trial,
such as detafls of the shooting
itself. Rather, the panel’s role
is to review how the school
and other authorities handled
student safety at the North
York school over the past two
years.

Mr. Falconer said he expects
to interview anyone from -
students to school beard trus-
tees, and he didm’t rule out in-
terviewing police officers as
well, -

The panel does not have the
powers associated with a pub-
He commission of inguiry, a
body that.usually derives au-
thority from either provincial
or federal levels of govern-
ment. And Mr. Falconer can’t
compel witnesses fo testify.

Still, a law professor who
followed Mr. Falconer’s work
closely said he expects the
panel to answer thorny ques-
tons about schoal safety
Toronto.

“He will not walk away itom |
the task uniil all the questions
have been answered, [he willl
leave no store unturned,” said
Alan Young of Usgoode Hall.



